
Research Proposal 
Purpose: 

A research proposal is used by scholars to introduce and justify a need to study a 
particular problem or idea. The goal here is to gather approval and support for your 
study before you begin collecting data and searching for answers to your research 
questions. To prove to your audience that you are ready to begin your study, you will 
need to justify the need for this project, explain your own investment and interest in 
conducting this study, and articulate what the full study would look like so your 
audience knows that you are prepared. This is, in some ways, a project pitch like the 
kind you might use if you're applying for funding in a STEM field, or if you want to 
present a creative project to a company/agency.  

Your Assignment: 

Identify a topic you’d like to research this semester that examines 
writing/language/form and how it functions within your community. Some questions 
you might ask yourself: 

• What kinds of topics am I interested in? What am I passionate about? What am 
I always ready to argue about? 

• What is an issue in this field linked to communication? 
• How are ideas presented in this community and why? 
• What specialized knowledge/language is important to your community? How 

is this knowledge acquired? Does it present any problems or barriers? Your 
draft should also answer the following questions: 

• What are you researching? 
•  What is the scope of your research? 
• Why are you researching this? 
• How will you approach researching this? 
•  What resources might you use to research this? 
• How long will this take?  

Your proposal draft should be 3-4 pages, presented in MLA format. (If you need a 
tiny bit more than 4 pages, go for it, but please try to keep it close. If you're 
struggling to hit 3 pages, you're welcome to drop by my office hours or email me and 
we can take a look at what you have.) Your final proposal should be 4-6 pages.  

 

 



Your proposal must include: 

1. Overview of Research Framework: Begin your proposal with a carefully crafted 
discussion of your chosen framework where you explain the goals of this kind of 
research study. In that introduction section, you should also explain which 
scholarly conversation you are planning on focusing in on and why (basically, give 
me some background on this. What has already been discussed? What is the tone 
of this conversation?) In this section, you will need to prove that you understand 
your framework of genre, and some of the scholarly conversations around genre. 

 

2. Research Objective: After your framework and conversation are introduced, your 
next section must announce your line of inquiry and the goals of your study. You 
will need to provide a personal or global exigence for why this study is necessary, 
and you must introduce your research question(s) to help articulate what you want 
to learn about your topic. Feel free to quote from any necessary online sources to 
help you introduce your topic, though you will need to try to cite these sources in-
text and in the works cited and reference section, even if it is not perfect. Think 
about why this matters to you, or why you are interested in it. (And if you 
absolutely are not attached to this project but know you need to complete it for 
the class, that's okay, consider how your topic might be important or meaningful 
to others).  

 

3. Methodology: This section of your proposal is dedicated to the methods you will 
employ to fully answer your research question(s). These methods must be critically 
selected to help you answer your research question(s), so you should think about 
what types of evidence each method will let you gather.  

 

4. Once you have outlined your methods and thought about what kinds of data each 
method will give you, tell me what specific pieces of evidence you will actually 
collect. You will collect 4-7 pieces of data. So, if you are doing a genre analysis of 
online menus, you might collect 6 examples of different online menus to look at 
genre patterns and conventions.  You will need to justify why you selected each 
piece of data (i.e. "I chose this menu because..."). The data you collect is up to 
you, but it should be intimately related back to your research question(s). 



5. Timeline: Informed by your methodology, the final section of your paper should 
provide a clear timeline for what this research process will look like. You will need 
to include specific dates and action items for this timeline, showing what kind of 
work will happen from week 5 until week 9. I recommend splitting this up into two 
phases: data preparation (writing interview questions, scheduling observations, 
etc.) and data collection (gathering all of your research). 
o You will not be asked to use your primary data in your second major paper, 

but you must have it all collected by the time that paper is completed so you 
can use it in your final Research Paper (which we will begin during Week 9). 
This timeline will guarantee that you continue to collect your primary data 
while we work on your secondary source research for the second paper, which 
will be your Annotated Bibliography. 

 

6. Works Cited/References: At the end of your paper, on a new page, you must 
include a Works Cited or References list that includes the citations for all of the 
data you reference in your paper. You must also cite any primary data you use to 
write your Research Objective section (if you choose to include any) by 
using EasyWriter or a credible website to learn how to cite interviews, websites, 
documents, etc. (Purdue Owl is usually a great website for this) 

 

7. Appendices: After your list of citations, start a new page titled "Appendix A" and 
include any research instruments that you will use for interviews, surveys, case 
studies or ethnographies. A research appendix tends to include supplementary 
information, and can include samples of whatever questions you asked your 
subjects and anything special you may have done or used.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Keep in mind: 

• This is your plan of attack. The clearer it is and the more you understand your own 
intentions, the easier it will be to research. 

• Your topic does not have to be earthshattering or huge in scope. Be mindful of your 
time and resources and try to be specific when posing your question. 

• This project should be something you’d ideally present to scholars also interested in 
your topic or members of the discourse community surrounding your topic, maybe to 
change a mindset, incite change, or simply to share knowledge. (There’s no pressure 
to present this project after you finish it, but this is the audience your writing should 
address.) 

• Think carefully about the scope of your research, how you will approach it, what 
methods you will use, and how this information might benefit scholarly discussion 
and/or your chosen community. 

• I will be focusing on preparation, consideration of the question you’re asking and 
why, how well your reasons for researching and approach are being communicated 
to the audience (in this case, me) when grading. 

• This assignment may be revised and turned in with your final portfolio. (This will not 
be an option for incomplete assignments.) 

 


